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Senior Management Committee  (SMC) Members & Direct Reports* Secretary-General 

The Rt Hon Patricia 
Scotland QC

Deputy Secretary 
General 

Dr Arjoon Suddhoo

Interim Director of Human 
Resources and Facilities 

Management 
Dr Umakant Panwar

Head of ICT 
Carina Kabajunga

Director of Corporate 
Compliance+
Kimberly Cliff

Head of Climate Change 
Unnikrishnan Nair

Senior Director, EYSD
Dr Ruth Kattumuri

Adviser & Head, Debt 
Management Unit
Pamella McLaren

Adviser & Head, Gender 
Vacancy

Senior Director, TONR
Paulo Kautoke

Adviser and Head, 
International Trade  Policy

Brendan Vickers

Head, Oceans & Natural 
Resources 

Nicholas Hardman-
Mountford 

Senior Director, GPD
Professor Luis Franceschi

Adviser & Head, Good 
Offices
Vacancy Adviser & Head, Asia

Dinusha Panditaratne Head of Strategy, 
Learning & Evaluation

Evelyn Pedersen

Head of Portfolio 
Management
Diana Copper

Head of Innovations & 
Partnerships

Abhik Sen

Director and Head of 
SGO 

Deborah Jamieson

Interim Director of 
Communications
Matt Patterson

Senior Director – SPPD
Vacancy

OCCJR Adviser & Head
Francisca Pretorius

Adviser & Head, Public 
Sector Governance 

Roger Koranteng

Legal Counsel
Alice Lacourt

Adviser & Head, Economic 
Policy & Small States

Travis Mitchell

Head, Social Policy & 
Development

Layne Robinson

Adviser & Head, Trade 
Competitiveness 
Opeyemi Abebe 

Management 
reporting line

Adviser & Head of Office
Arlene Bussette

Assistant Secretary to the 
Governing Boards
Wilfred Adderley

*excludes Personal Assistants/Team Administrators

+ - direct reports taken over from DSG: Procurement Manager and Head of Events and Protocol

Head of Rule of Law
Tawanda Hondora

Adviser & Head, Europe
Chantal Sciberras

Adviser & Head, Pacific
Kaitu’u Funaki

Adviser in the Senior 
Director’s Office

Erin Tunks

Adviser in the Senior 
Director’s Office

Vacancy

Young Professionals x6

Adviser & Head, 
Caribbean

Vacancy

Interim Head of Finance
Edmund Asika

Head of Commonwealth 
Connectivity Agenda

Kirk Haywood

Head of Unit – Countering 
Violent Extremism 

Mark Albon

Deputy Head of SGO
Suresh Yadav

Adviser & Head, Electoral 
Support Section
Linford Andrews

Adviser & Head, Africa
Vacancy

(covered by Linford 
Andrews)

Head, Human Rights Unit
Shavana Haythornthwaite
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