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Commonwealth Climate 
Finance Access Hub
The Commonwealth Climate Finance Access Hub (CCFAH) helps small and other vulnerable states secure 
funding to tackle climate change. The Hub places experts in government departments to support with 
climate finance grant applications, capacity building policy support, knowledge generation and sharing. As 
of March 2022, the Hub has helped countries to access approximately US$48.8 million of climate finance, 
including $3 million of co-financing, with $762 million in the pipeline. This $48.8 million covers 40 approved 
projects (15 adaptation, 5 mitigation and 20 cross-cutting projects) in 8 countries; while the $762 million 
covers 57 pipeline projects (30 adaptation, 16 mitigation and 11 cross-cutting projects) in 11 countries. In 
addition to 12 National Climate Finance Advisers, with the central hub in Mauritius (see table below), CCFAH 
has also deployed two Regional Climate Finance Advisers: one covering the African region, based at the 
African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD); and one covering the Indo-Pacific region, based at 
the International Solar Alliance (ISA).  
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Funds secured through the assistance of the 
Commonwealth Climate Finance Access Hub

Africa

Mauritius

•	 Grant of $2.3 million secured from the European Union and 
the African Union for a Global Environmental Monitoring 
Information Alert System, focusing on Marine and Coastal 
Management in the East Africa Region.

•	 Grant of $1.2 million from the EU and the Government of Mauritius for an 
AgricTECH Park facility that will develop smart innovation through research in 
agriculture to promote climate change mainstreaming and food security

Namibia

•	 Grant of $1 million from the Japanese Government towards 
promotion of carbon markets in Namibia for an enhanced 
implementation of the NDC 

•	 Grant of $300,000 from the GCF towards COVID-19 Green Resilient Recovery 
Rapid Readiness

Zambia

•	 Grant of $250,000 received from the Adaptation Fund for 
Aquifer Mapping Technologies project 

Caribbean

Antigua and Barbuda

•	 Grant of $21.8 million from the GCF to fund the ‘Integrated 
Physical Adaptation and Community Resilience through 
Enhanced Direct Access Pilot in the Public, Private and Civil 
Society Sectors of the Three Eastern Caribbean Small Island 
Developing States of Antigua and Barbuda, Commonwealth of Dominica 
and Grenada’ 

•	 Grant of $180,560 from the GCF for readiness and preparatory grant 
for Grenada

•	 Grant of $1.75 million from the Adaptation Fund for project entitled 
‘An integrated approach to physical adaptation and community resilience 
in Antigua and Barbuda’s northwest Mckinnon’s watershed’



•	 Grant from GCF for Enhancing Access of Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and 
Disabled People Organisations (DPOs) to Climate Finance for Building Resilience 
of Most Vulnerable Groups in Tonga project

•	 Grant of $150,306 from GCF for rapid readiness support for resilient recovery 
in Tonga

Barbados

•	 Grant of up to $69,400 to recruit a consultant to develop a 
full funding proposal for the “River Plantation Drainage and 
Irrigation Climate Adaptation Project”, to support water 
harvesting and conveyance of water to farmers in the target 
area in Barbados

•	 Grant of $5,000 for ‘Integrated Water and Energy for a Changing Climate 
(IWECC-B) for Small Business Agribusiness Sector of Barbados’ under the GCF 
Private Sector Regional Readiness Grant

•	 Grant of $1 million from the Kingdom of Morocco to advance Trees for Food 
Security and Agribusiness Development Project

•	 Grant of $451,104 from the GCF towards the Barbados One Million Trees Food 
Security and Mitigation Initiative Readiness

Jamaica

•	 Grant of over $500,000 from the Green Climate Fund 
(GCF) for an analysis of the development and operation 
of a green bond market and the creation of regional green 
bond guidelines

•	 Grant of $272,797 from the GCF for facilitating a gender-responsive approach 
to climate change adaptation and mitigation

•	 Grant of $613,000 from the GCF for REDD+ readiness actions as part of 
Forest Policy

•	 Grant of $582,000 accessed under the GCF Readiness and Preparatory Support 
Programme, with a primary focus on Micro Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) 

•	 Grant of $1.3 million from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) for 
strengthening Jamaica’s capacity to meet transparency requirements under the 
Paris Agreement 



•	 Grant of $260,143 for accelerating the uptake of climate smart agriculture in 
selected African, Caribbean and Pacific countries through the ACP-EU Technical 
Centre for Agriculture and Rural Cooperation (CTA)

•	 Grant of $300,000 from the NAP Global Network for National Designated 
Authority (NDA) strengthening and GCF programme development

•	 Technical assistance grant of $22,000 for supporting national stocktaking for 
adaptation planning and interventions by NAP Global Network

•	 Grant of $1.3 million from the GCF Readiness and Preparatory Support 
Programme for Enhancing Caribbean Civil Society’s Access and Readiness for 
Climate Finance

•	 Grant of $1 million from GCF towards institutionalising a common framework for 
climate finance MRV to enhance complementarity and coherence for climate 
action in CARICOM States

•	 Complimentary finance of $65,000 secured to leverage Sustainable and Diverse 
Sources of climate finance; To enhance Climate Resilience, Gender Equality and 
Inclusiveness for Vulnerable and Marginalised Populations (EnGenDER) 

•	 Grant of $33,915 from GCF for support towards the Accreditation Gap 
Assessment and Action Plan to the Jamaica’s Social investment Fund.

•	 Technical assistance grant of $6,050 from GCF for NAP readiness proposal

•	 Grant of $1 million from GCF towards supporting a comprehensive national 
adaptation planning process in Jamaica (Ja-NAP)

Saint Lucia

•	 Grant of $662,065 from the GCF towards enhancing Saint 
Lucia’s understanding, capacity, institutional and strategic 
frameworks to access climate finance for low-emission climate 
resilient pathways

•	 Grant of $100,000 under the Enabling Gender-Responsive Disaster Recovery, 
Climate and Environmental Resilience in the Caribbean (EnGenDER) Project to 
conduct a sector-wide gender assessment

•	 Technical assistance grant of $200,000 from the Climate Technology Centre 
and Network (CTCN) towards improving resilience of human settlements in 
Saint Lucia, upgrading designated emergency shelters for long term and short 
term climate emergencies

•	 Grant of $2.3 million from the GCF towards strengthening the foundation for a 
climate responsive agricultural sector in the Caribbean project

•	 Grant of $762,359 from the GCF towards mobilising international climate 
finance and private investments for low-carbon development in Saint 
Lucia project
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•	 Grant of $680,499 from the GCF towards improving the capacity of the fisheries 
sector in Saint Lucia to enhance resilience to Climate Change

•	 Grant of $1 million from the Japanese Government towards promotion of 
carbon markets in Namibia for an enhanced implementation of the NDC 

•	 Grant of $300,000 from the GCF towards COVID-19 Green Resilient Recovery 
Rapid Readiness 

Pacific

Tonga

•	 Grant of $500,000 from GCF for NDA strengthening and 
country programming

•	 Grant of $39,207 from the GCF for preparatory support for 
gap assessment and action plan towards accreditation process of the Ministry 
of Finance and National Planning of Tonga 

•	 Grant of $50,000 from the GEF Small Grant Programme for enhancing the 
climate change resilience of vulnerable families through improved sustainable 
sanitation and hygiene

•	 Grant of $460,692 from GCF for Assessment and Reform of the Tonga Outer 
Island Solar Electrification Society

•	 Grant of $1.6 million from the GCF to fund the first phase of strengthening 
adaptation planning in Tonga

•	 Grant of $302,281 from the GCF towardsreadiness support - Enabling 
Private Sector Access to Climate Finance for Strengthening Climate Resilient 
Development in Tonga



Capacity building initiatives and knowledge products

CCFAH conducts both human and institutional capacity building initiatives. To date 
88 initiatives have been conducted, training approximately 1,900 individuals in CCFAH 
beneficiary countries. Examples of such initiatives include:

•	 Supported Jamaica and Eswatini in enhancing climate budget 
tagging processes

•	 Youth training in Saint Lucia on enhancing access to finance for 
green entrepreneurship

•	 Writeshop Trainings in the Vanuatu, Fiji and Solomon Islands to enhance access 
to climate finance using data from CommonSensing platform

•	 Capacity Building around Enhanced Direct Access in Tonga

•	 Development and implementation of a road map for climate finance readiness 
in Jamaica

•	 Development of climate finance strategy and debt for climate swap workshop 
in Belize

Knowledge management is a key pillar of the Commonwealth Climate Finance 
Access Hub (CCFAH) model enabling, scaling-up and replication of best practices to 
enhance climate action across the Commonwealth. 

CCFAH develops and disseminates knowledge, experiences and lessons learned 
within beneficiary countries, the wider Commonwealth family and other stakeholders.

For more information and knowledge products see: https://thecommonwealth.org/
our-work/Commonwealth-Climate-Change-Programme
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Introduction
Multi-impact scenarios, like those 
the world has experienced over the 
last two years, have heightened the 
inextricable link between humans and 
nature. The contribution of nature to 
human existence and well-being is vital 
and it is well understood that many 
societal challenges, such as human 
health, climate change, biodiversity 
loss, food and water security, disaster 
risk reduction (DRR) and environmental 
degradation, are tied to the state and 
functioning of the natural environment.1 
Nature-based solutions (NbS) have 
gained momentum over recent 
years, as a cost-effective way to 
deliver climate change goals, while 
simultaneously tackling biodiversity 
loss and land degradation. The 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES), in its 2019 global 
assessment report on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services, estimate that 
NbS can positively contribute 37 per 
cent of the mitigation effort required 
up to 2030 to limit temperatures to 
below 2 degrees Celsius, mainly within 
the agriculture, forestry and land-use 
sectors.2

NbS can make an important 
contribution to tackling the interlinked 
climate, biodiversity and land degradation 
crises especially in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the need to 
adopt green recovery strategies. However, 
to promote low-carbon development 
pathways and resilience across both 
natural and human systems, their 
implementation must be accelerated, 
scaled up and adequately financed. 
This paper discusses financing of 
NbS, providing some examples where 
Commonwealth countries have been 
able to access finance through innovative 
mechanisms and NbS projects submitted 
to climate funds. The aim of this paper 
is to contribute towards learning, 
experience sharing and debate in this 
area, in order encourage further uptake 
of NbS by Commonwealth countries 
for co-ordinated action across the Rio 
Conventions.3

What are nature-based solutions?
The concept of NbS has developed and 
evolved over time, with work and input 
from various organisations, including the 
International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN). Nevertheless, there 
is no globally adopted definition of 
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Join the Discussion

Email us your comments via 
publications@commonwealth.int

This discussion paper was prepared 
by Sharon Ng’etich, Climate Change 
Officer, Economic, Youth and Sustainable 
Development Directorate at the 
Commonwealth Secretariat and reviewed 
by colleagues at the Climate Change 
Section including Unnikrishnan Nair, Mxolisi 
Sibanda, Carol Mwape, Kai Kim Chiang,  
Sam Ogallah, Sasha Jattansingh and 
Othniel Yila.
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The Commonwealth Secretariat through 
its Climate Finance Access Hub (CCFAH), 
provides technical support to members 
countries to unlock climate finance. 
CCFAH also supports capacity building 
and knowledge exchange for member 
countries.  

https://thecommonwealth.org/climate-
finance-access-hub
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For more information about the Commonwealth Secretariat’s Climate Change Programme, 
please contact:

Unnikrishnan Nair 
Head of Climate Change
Tel: +44 (0)20 7747 6220   
Email: u.nair@commonwealth.int

Commonwealth Secretariat
Marlborough House, Pall Mall,  
London SW1Y 5HX, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)20 7747 6500  

Commonwealth Climate Finance Access Hub
11th Floor, Sterling House 
9-11 Lislet Geoffroy Street 
Port-Louis, Republic of Mauritius
Tel: (+230) 210 6208/6325/6551     
Email: CCFAH@commonwealthconnect.org
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